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OPENING DOORS TO AFFORDABLE HOUSING PROGRAM — DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING 
Statement by Minister for Housing 

MR W.R. MARMION (Nedlands — Minister for Housing) [2.16 pm]: I rise today to advise the house of a 
significant milestone in the Department of Housing’s opening doors initiative. Delivered as part of the state 
Liberal–National government’s “Affordable Housing Strategy 2010–2020—Opening Doors to Affordable 
Housing”, the opening doors program aims to provide up to 2 000 affordable homeownership opportunities over 
two years, so it is with great pleasure that I announce the sale of the 1 000th home under this initiative. 

On Saturday, 26 October 2013, I was delighted to take part in a ceremonial handing over of the keys, as the 
young family who had purchased this milestone property took possession of their new home. The family 
purchased their property at full value, making them one of the 21 per cent of new homeowners to have done so 
under this initiative. These full-value sales remain within reach of low and moderate income earners, as the 
median cost of an opening doors property is still around $200 000 below Perth’s median house price. 

The bulk of these sales have been under the shared home ownership scheme, SharedStart. Through SharedStart, 
the department acts as a silent partner, buying a share of up to 30 per cent in the home. Participants in this 
scheme do not pay rent or interest on the department’s share. As a result, up-front costs and loan repayments are 
lower, and to some extent cushion households from financial stress. Later, when they are able, clients can 
generally purchase all, or part, of the department’s share in their home. In addition, all first home owners, 
whether they purchase all or part of the value of their home, are eligible for the first home owner grant and can 
take advantage of the government’s recent $3 000 increase to the grant for newly built homes and claim $10 000. 

The government’s opening doors initiative is part of the state’s affordable housing strategy, providing 
homeownership opportunities to people on low to moderate incomes in more than 20 suburbs across Perth’s 
metropolitan area, with even more to come online in the near future. To date, action under the affordable housing 
strategy has delivered 10 000 new affordable homes against a target of 20 000 by 2020. 
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